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dom of the Press. In the present mood of the Government of India
and in the present unprepared state of the country in respect of
complete control of the forces of violence, non-co-operators were
unwilling to have anything to do with the Malaviya Conference
whose object was to induce Your Excellency to convene a round
table conference. But as I was anxious to avoid all avoidable
suffering, I had no hesitation in advising the Working Committee
of the Congress to accept the recommendations of that Conference.1
Although in my opinion the terms were quite in keeping with
your own requirements as I understood them through your Calcutta
speech and otherwise, you have summarily rejected the proposal
In the circumstances, there is nothing before the country
but to adopt some non-violent method for the enforcement of its
demands including the elementary rights of free speech, free asso-
ciation and free Press, In my humble opinion the recent events
are a clear departure from the civilized policy laid own by Your
Excellency at the time of the generous, manly and unconditional
apology2 of the Ali Brothers, viz., that the Government of India
should not interfere with the activities of non-co-operation so long
as they remained non-violent in word and deed. Had the Gov-
ernment's policy remained neutral and allowed public opinion to
ripen and have its full effect, it would have been possible to advise
postponement of the adoption of civil disobedience of an aggres-
sive type till the Congress had acquired fuller control over the
forces of violence in the country and enforced greater discipline
among the millions of its adherents. But this lawless repression (in
a way unparalleled in the history of this unfortunate country) has
made the immediate adoption of mass civil disobedience an im-
perative duty. The Working Committee of the Congress has res-
tricted it to only certain areas to be selected by me from time to
time, and at present it is confined only to Bardoli. I may, under
said authority, give my consent at once in respect of a group of
100 villages in Guntur in the Madras Presidency, provided they can
strictly conform to the conditions of non-violence, unity among
different classes, the adoption and manufacture of hand-spun khadi
and untouchabifity,
But before the people of Bardoli actually commence mass civil
disobedience, I would respectfully urge you as the head of the
Government of India, finally to revise your policy and set free all
the non-co-operating prisoners who are convicted or under trial
l Vide "Workbg Committee's Resolution", 17-1-1922.
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